
 

 

 
 

 
 

Creating community in Nashville since 1895 
Family owned for six generations 

 
The year 2020 marks the 125th anniversary for Nashville, Tennessee-based family owned H.G. Hill 
Company. With a vision to create a chain grocery store in an era of mostly mom-and-pop stores, the 
company was founded by H.G. Hill, Sr. in 1895. At its peak in 1930, there were 141 H.G. Hill Food 
Stores located throughout Middle Tennessee, making it the largest chain grocery store in the area.  

As H.G. Hill, Sr. began to experience success in his grocery operations, and as his financial situation 
would allow, he would purchase the properties upon which his stores stood. He had the foresight to 
acquire properties for both current and future stores, and to purchase investment property for his 
family's future security. Due to his tireless efforts, the grocery business prospered, and his real estate 
holdings increased. In 1926, Hill, Sr. incorporated the H.G. Hill Realty Company and placed most of the 
property acquired over the years into the newly formed company. 

Taking the helm of the Hill Companies in 1942, H.G. Hill, Jr. continued the tradition of acquiring and 
developing properties throughout his 51 years as president. It was during this time that the 
neighborhood shopping center concept gained popularity, leading the company to develop a number of 
centers in Nashville’s suburbs, each anchored by an H.G. Hill Food Store. 

In 1999, the company sold the store operations to independent owner/operators and is now a privately 
held real estate portfolio of 59 properties and nearly than 2.5 million square feet. Ushering in this new 
era, the company's current management team has developed award-winning mixed-use lifestyle 
centers throughout Nashville and surrounding areas.  

The company’s flagship center, Hill Center Green Hills, opened in 2007 and was honored to join more 
than 150 projects in an international pilot project program to evaluate the new SITES rating system for 
sustainable landscapes. The company’s industry awards for excellence in built environment, urban and 
landscaping design, and sustainability practices include the prestigious Developer of the Year award 
from NAIOP in 2017, and multiple ULI Excellence in Development awards. 

Hill Center Belle Meade opened in 2009 and the expanded Hill Center Brentwood opened in 2016. As 
the company’s largest project in its 125-year history, Hill Center Brentwood contains 600,000 square 
feet of office, retail, and restaurant space in 10 buildings. The mix of restaurants, shops, office and 
amenities, including a hotel, create a true town center for the city of Brentwood as well as a sense of 
place to be enjoyed by the entire community. Additional centers include Hill Center West Nashville, Hill 
Center Sylvan Heights, Hill Center Acklen, Hill Center Five Points and Hill Center Greenwood. 

In addition to its recognizable development projects, the company is also known for its philanthropic 

endeavors, ranging from gifting land and monetary support to active involvement in various charities. 

Most notably, the company’s community support includes four generations of involvement with the 

YMCA. The Nashville Zoo, Cheekwood, Second Harvest Food Bank of Middle Tennessee, Nashville 

Food Project and additional nonprofit organizations that work tirelessly each day to improve the quality 

of life for all Nashville residents are also supported. 


